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…Ê[God]ÊsavedÊus,ÊnotÊbecauseÊofÊrighteousÊthingsÊweÊhadÊdone,ÊbutÊbecauseÊofÊhisÊmercy. 

-ÊTitusÊ3:5a 

GraceÊandÊpeaceÊtoÊyou!ÊIÊhopeÊthisÊdayÊfindsÊyouÊwell,ÊandÊthatÊyouÊfeelÊtheÊloveÊofÊGodÊsurroundingÊ
youÊwhereverÊyouÊare. 

IÊinviteÊyouÊtoÊtakeÊaÊmomentÊandÊbreathe.ÊLookÊaroundÊyou.ÊConsiderÊtheÊblessingsÊyouÊhave:ÊaÊplaceÊ
toÊlive.ÊClothesÊtoÊcoverÊyourÊbody.ÊTheÊfoodÊyouÊateÊyesterdayÊandÊwillÊeatÊtoday.ÊTheÊwaterÊyouÊ
drink.ÊTheÊairÊthatÊfillsÊyourÊlungsÊwhenÊyouÊtakeÊthoseÊnice,ÊevenÊbreaths. 

AllÊofÊtheseÊthingsÊ–ÊeverythingÊweÊreceiveÊ–ÊareÊgiftsÊfromÊGod.ÊWithoutÊGod,ÊnoneÊofÊitÊwouldÊexist.Ê
ForÊwhatÊreasonÊhasÊGodÊgivenÊallÊtheseÊthingsÊtoÊyou?ÊWhatÊmakesÊyouÊworthyÊofÊallÊthatÊhasÊbeenÊ
offered? 

TheÊtruthÊisÊthatÊthereÊisÊnothingÊweÊhaveÊdoneÊtoÊdeserveÊsuchÊgenerosity.ÊGodÊhasÊpromisedÊtoÊgiveÊ
usÊeverything,ÊandÊweÊhaveÊdoneÊnothingÊtoÊdeserveÊit.ÊAsÊaÊspecies,ÊweÊcanÊprobablyÊthinkÊofÊmoreÊ
argumentsÊwhyÊweÊdon’tÊdeserveÊtoÊbeÊtreatedÊsoÊwellÊbyÊourÊCreator.ÊAndÊyet,ÊweÊare. 

NowÊconsiderÊaÊtriangle.ÊSeeÊitÊinÊyourÊmind,Êeven-sided,ÊwithÊaÊpointÊupÊsoÊitÊsitsÊflatÊonÊoneÊside.Ê
FeelÊfreeÊtoÊdrawÊitÊyourselfÊifÊyouÊwant.ÊThisÊtriangleÊisÊtheÊCovenantÊTriangle,ÊourÊcovenantÊwithÊ
God,ÊwhoÊsitsÊatÊtheÊpinnacleÊofÊthatÊhighestÊpoint:ÊGod,ÊAbba,ÊlovingÊMotherÊandÊFather.ÊAtÊtheÊbot-
tomÊleftÊcornerÊisÊLovingÊObedience,ÊwhatÊJesusÊcallsÊusÊtoÊgiveÊtoÊGod,ÊaÊdedicationÊtoÊGod’sÊwill.Ê
AndÊatÊtheÊbottomÊrightÊcornerÊisÊtheÊBelovedÊIdentity,ÊyourÊidentityÊasÊaÊbelovedÊChildÊofÊGod. 

WhenÊyouÊlookedÊatÊtheÊthingsÊthatÊsurroundÊyou,ÊyouÊmightÊhaveÊhadÊtheÊthoughtÊthatÊyouÊpaidÊforÊ
thoseÊthings.ÊYouÊworkedÊsoÊyouÊcouldÊaffordÊthem.ÊAndÊthat’sÊtrue…ÊinÊthisÊworld.ÊButÊwhatÊdidÊyouÊ
doÊtoÊdeserveÊthemÊfromÊGod?ÊWhatÊdidÊyouÊdoÊtoÊdeserveÊyourÊveryÊexistence?ÊWhatÊisÊitÊyouÊdidÊ
thatÊearnedÊyouÊtheÊBelovedÊIdentity? 

AsÊPaulÊwritesÊinÊhisÊletterÊtoÊtheÊRomans,Ênothing.ÊWeÊhaveÊallÊfallenÊshortÊofÊthatÊgoal.ÊThisÊworldÊ
tellsÊusÊweÊhaveÊtoÊearnÊeverything,ÊbutÊifÊweÊtryÊtoÊtravelÊthatÊwayÊaroundÊtheÊpointsÊofÊtheÊpyramid,Ê
startingÊfromÊGodÊandÊmovingÊdownÊtoÊtheÊleft,ÊweÊwillÊalwaysÊgetÊstuckÊthere.ÊWeÊareÊincapableÊofÊ
thatÊLovingÊObedience.ÊWeÊwillÊalwaysÊfallÊshortÊofÊtheÊgloryÊofÊGod. 

AndÊyet…ÊweÊareÊbelovedÊChildrenÊofÊGod.ÊWeÊhaveÊbeenÊgivenÊeverything,ÊevenÊthoughÊweÊfailÊtoÊ
earnÊit.ÊThisÊmeansÊsomethingÊelseÊmustÊbeÊtrue:ÊweÊdon’tÊtravelÊtoÊtheÊleftÊaroundÊtheÊpyramid,ÊweÊ
travelÊtoÊtheÊright.ÊAsÊPaulÊwroteÊtoÊTitus,ÊweÊareÊnotÊsavedÊbecauseÊofÊwhatÊweÊhaveÊdone,ÊbutÊbe-
causeÊofÊGod’sÊmercy.ÊWeÊareÊgivenÊtheÊBelovedÊIdentityÊfirst.ÊItÊisÊnotÊtheÊresultÊofÊLovingÊObedi-
ence;Êrather,ÊtheÊBelovedÊIdentityÊisÊmeantÊtoÊbeÊtheÊfertileÊsoilÊfromÊwhichÊLovingÊObedienceÊgrows. 

AsÊyouÊstartÊtoÊrecognizeÊtheÊblessingsÊallÊaroundÊyou,ÊconsiderÊwhatÊthisÊmeansÊforÊyourÊlife.ÊHowÊisÊ
GodÊcallingÊyouÊtoÊliveÊintoÊyourÊBelovedÊIdentity? 

Blessings, 
PastorÊRob 

2025 



Message	from	Council	President 
 

The ϐirst quarter of 2025 is now behind us and we are currently doing the Lord’s work in 
April.  I would like to recognize our dedicated Committee/Board Members that are work-
ing behind the scenes, week after week, to keep St Luke Church serving our community.  
Please take time to read the News & Views to see the plans and accomplishments of our 
individual committees each month.  

Time is moving so rapidly. We forget to express our appreciation for one another.  It’s hard 
to believe that our new Pastor, Rob Williamson, has been with us for ϐive (5) months and 
is committed and determined each day to make St Luke Lutheran Church (ELCA) “Blessed 
to be a Blessing” in the South Sacramento/Elk Grove area.  Pastor Rob, thank you for shar-
ing your ϐirst St. Luke’s journey of Lenten Season into Easter Sunday with us. 

St Luke’s Church Budget/Finances:  Our Finance Board does an amazing job managing 
our monthly ϐinances for our church. Check the Finance Board graphs in the News and 
Views for year-to-date church budget ϐigures. 

March 2025 was not a good month as it relates to our budget.  We are looking forward to 
a better April 2025 with our offering.  “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  2 Corinthians 9:7. 

Sierra Paciϐic Synod - Synod Assembly 2025: The 2025 Sierra Paciϐic Synod Assembly will 
consist of three interrelated gatherings (meetings), including in-person regional gather-
ings throughout the month of May 2025, followed by an online business gathering on June 
14, 2025, and an online budget gathering on November 1, 2025.  Please contact me or 
Pastor Rob for more details and if you are interest in attending.   

May you and your families have a safe and healthy Springtime gathering.  Don’t hesitate to 
bring friends and family members to our Sunday Service. 

Warm Blessings, 

Chet	Madison 

 

 



 

 

 

POSSIBLE	EXCESS	LAND	SALE 
 

St	Luke	Lutheran	Church	Congregation: 

As many of you know, we (St. Luke Church) have been dealing with excess campus and 
surrounding land capacity for many years.  The Property Board has held meetings for the 
past 30 years addressing our church's excess capacity, and the cost of maintaining this 
land up to standards.  There have been many concepts and opinions as to what we should 
do with the excess land.  However, all must be addressed with upfront costs, and approval 
from the City. 

I am pleased to inform you that the City of Sacramento has approached us to possibly buy 
a portion of our vacant land.  On March 26, 2025, Property Board members: Jack Fenske, 
Bruce Kiser and Clarence Korhonen met with three representatives from City of Sacra-
mento to discuss the feasibility of selling a portion of St. Luke's excess land to the City for 
use as storm water retention basin.   

I ask that we all give this some serious thought.  If St. Luke's had an opportunity to sell 
some of its excess land at a fair price, would you be in favor of selling the land?  If so, what 
would you suggest we do with the money from the sale?  Obviously, we will keep everyone 
posted as we continue our conversations with the City of Sacramento. 
 
Chet	Madison,	President 
St.	Luke	Lutheran	Church	 



 

 

W-ELCA Mother’s Day Luncheon 
 

The St. Luke Women of ELCA (W-ELCA) cordially invites you to celebrate  

Mother's Day on May 10, 2025, at 11:30AM with a special Mother's Day  

Luncheon. W-ELCA is organizing this event and kindly requests the  

confirmation of your attendance, as well as the number of guests  

accompanying you, to ensure adequate food provision for all attendees.  

Please register on the sign-up sheet located in the Church narthex.   

 



100th	Anniversary	Updates 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In celebration of our 100th anniversary year we set a goal for each of us to provide 100 
blessings to others.  To that end, consider praying for 10 people or concerning situations 
for 10 days.  If you have already completed your commitment, please be sure to place a 
yellow ϐlower on our mustard tree in the sanctuary by the sound board. 

 
Do you have any St. Luke’s memorabilia you can share with us?   
 
We are looking for  written information such as bulletins, newsletters, etc. that can help us 
complete the church history, especially for the years 1974 – 1985. We could also use        
information for the women’s group from the 1990’s. If you have memories of these          
periods, please share them with us.  Contact Triss Hoppman at e-mail                                         
trisshoppman@comcast.net or phone (916) 714-3011.   
If you have information about the women’s group, please contact  Marlene Kiser or          
Peggy Moser. 
 

We would also appreciate the loan of any T-shirts, hats, aprons, cookbooks, sports           
trophies, photos, newspaper articles or other items that could be displayed at our                 
anniversary dinner June 22. 

Mark your calendar to save the date for the celebration: June	22,	2025,	at	4:00	p.m.              
Invitations will be sent out in the near future. 
 



 

WORSHIP & MUSIC BOARD  
GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS:ÊÊApril,ÊwasÊaÊbusyÊmonthÊforÊSt.ÊLuke.ÊÊItÊbeganÊonÊAprilÊ
2nd,ÊwithÊtheÊfourthÊofÊourÊWednesdayÊLentenÊSoupÊSuppersÊandÊservice.ÊThenÊonÊAprilÊ9th,Ê
theÊCongregationÊendedÊourÊWednesdayÊLentenÊSoupÊSuppersÊandÊservicesÊforÊ2025.ÊOnÊSatur-
day,ÊAprilÊ12th,ÊanÊawesomeÊcrewÊofÊvolunteersÊcameÊtogetherÊtoÊdoÊSpringÊcleaningÊofÊtheÊ
Sanctuary.ÊCleaningÊandÊpolishingÊallÊtheÊelementsÊusedÊduringÊworshipÊservicesÊandÊpreparingÊ
theÊsanctuaryÊforÊPalmÊSunday.ÊAÊbigÊ“ThankÊYou”ÊtoÊallÊofÊthoseÊwhoÊlendedÊaÊhand,ÊtheÊmanyÊ
handsÊmadeÊforÊlightÊwork. 
 
TheÊPropertyÊBoardÊalsoÊhadÊanÊawesomeÊcrewÊofÊvolunteers,ÊsprucingÊupÊtheÊcampus,ÊasÊwellÊ
asÊdoingÊseveralÊotherÊchoresÊaroundÊtheÊchurch.ÊWhenÊtheÊcleaningÊwasÊallÊdone,ÊbothÊgroupsÊ
joinedÊforcesÊtoÊdecorateÊbothÊtheÊexteriorÊandÊinteriorÊofÊtheÊchurchÊwithÊpalmsÊinÊcelebrationÊ
ofÊPalmÊSunday.ÊOnceÊagain,ÊtheÊhugeÊPalmÊArchÊatÊtheÊbeginningÊofÊtheÊcenterÊrowÊofÊtheÊ
SanctuaryÊwasÊimpressive.ÊAÊbigÊ“ThankÊYou”ÊtoÊBruceÊandÊKarenÊKiserÊforÊalwaysÊfindingÊ
thoseÊlargeÊpalmÊbranches;ÊandÊtoÊPeggyÊMoserÊandÊFaithÊThomasÊforÊscoutingÊoutÊtheÊneigh-
borhoodÊforÊtheÊpalmÊfansÊandÊbringingÊthemÊtoÊchurch!ÊThereÊareÊsoÊmanyÊtoÊthankÊforÊallÊtheÊ
work,ÊthatÊwentÊintoÊbeautifyingÊtheÊSanctuary,ÊThankÊyouÊall.ÊThankÊyou,Êalso,ÊtoÊtheÊSoulÊSis-
tersÊwhoÊtookÊdownÊandÊdisposedÊofÊtheÊpalms.Ê 
Ê 
ThankÊyouÊtoÊallÊtheÊvolunteers,ÊwhoÊhelpÊwithÊstripingÊtheÊAltarÊduringÊtheÊMaundyÊThursdayÊ
serviceÊandÊtoÊthoseÊthatÊhelpedÊduringÊtheÊGoodÊFridayÊservice.ÊEasterÊSundayÊwasÊaÊtrueÊde-
light,ÊwithÊaÊwonderfulÊworshipÊservice,ÊEasterÊeggÊhuntÊforÊtheÊkidsÊandÊcontinentalÊbreakfast.Ê
Hallelujah, He has Risen! 
 
Please mark your calendar! OnÊMayÊ24thÊatÊ11:00ÊinÊlieuÊofÊourÊregularÊmeeting,ÊtheÊWorshipÊ
andÊMusicÊboardÊwillÊbeÊhostingÊaÊbrunchÊmeeting.ÊWeÊwillÊbeÊreviewingÊcommunionÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
protocolsÊandÊaltarÊcareÊforÊallÊthoseÊwhoÊtakeÊpartÊorÊwishÊtoÊtakeÊpartÊinÊtheseÊvitalÊservicesÊtoÊ
worship.ÊAÊsignupÊsheetÊwillÊbeÊinÊtheÊNarthex,ÊsoÊpleaseÊaddÊyourÊnameÊtoÊtheÊlistÊweÊsoÊlookÊ
forwardÊtoÊsharingÊwithÊyou.Ê 
Ê 
InÊChrist’sÊLove,Ê 
CarolynÊAndrews,ÊChair 
 



 
St.	Luke’s	Children’s	Clothes	Closet	Reached	Full	Storage	Capacity 

 
Thank you! to all who have recently donated both adult and children.  St. Luke’s             
Children’s Clothes Closet has now reached a full	storage	capacity.  
 
Your thoughtful donations are appreciated.  But, because of the limited storage space and 
ability to re-donate any un-needed clothing (children and adult), the Community Con-
cerns Board has decided to not accept any further donations at this time.  A communica-
tion will be sent to the Congregation if the Board sponsors any future special clothing col-
lection drives or if any speciϐic clothing need comes up. 
 
If you or anyone you know has clothing (adult or children) to be donated, below are a few 
local charities that will accept the dropped off donation.  Check online for more infor-
mation about the charity, drop off hours and driving directions.  Also check online to 
search for any additional charities not listed below that accept clothing. 
 
Local	Charities	Providing	Free	Clothing	 
 
Elk	Grove	Food	Bank	(Cathy’s	Clothes	Closet) - 9888 Kent St, Elk Grove, CA 95624,    
916-685-8453.  Accepts both adult and children’s clothing, shoes. 
 
Union	Gospel	Mission - 400 Bannon St, Sacramento, CA 95811 – 916-447-3268. Accepts 
adult clothing, shoes. 
 
Southpointe	Christian	Center - 7520 Stockton Blvd, Sacramento, CA 95823, 916-504-
3370, Ongoing needs: Men’s Clothing, Towels, Gently Used Shoes (Adult and Children); 
Drop off on Monday’s between 10:30 and 11. 
 
Local	Charities	Providing	Discounted	Clothing 
 
Weave	Thrift	- 2401 Arden Wy, Sacramento, CA 95825, 916-643-4606 
Deseret	Industries - 3000 Auburn Blvd Suite B, Sacramento, CA 95821, 916-482-1480 
 
Community Concerns Board 
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Shirley Prouty  Altar Care 

Bob Behr   Reader 

Sarah Madison  Prayer  Leader 
 
Peggy Moser  
Linda Duffek 
Rosabella Lydia Hamilton 

Faith Thomas  Altar Care 

Phil Karlstad   Reader 

Laura Tice   Prayer  Leader 
  
Karen Linfor 
Kirsten Ireton 
Connie Ruele 

Kelly Boyer                 Altar Care 

Faith Thomas     Reader 

Peggy Moser                  Prayer  Leader 
 
Shirley Prouty  
Laura Tice 
Samantha Basquez  

Connie Reule  Altar Care 

Phil Peterson  Reader 

Shirley Prouty  Prayer  Leader 
 
Faith Thomas  
Andrew Weber  
Scott Kelly 

Communion Servers 

Communion Servers 

Communion Servers 

Communion Servers 

May	4 

May	11 

May	18 

May	25 

Mothers	Day	 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

May 5th Available	 

May 12th Karen	Linfor— 
In	Celebration	of	Kelly	Boyer’s	Birthday 

May 19th  Available 

May 26th Available	 

May	2025 

Refreshments	Provided	by:	 

May	4: Ed & Kirsten Ireton 

May	11: Justin & Laura Tice 

May	18: Lois Sherrets & Kelly Boyer 

May	25: Holly Hoppman &  
Triss Hoppman 

Kelly Boyer May 05 
Jeremy Roberts May 04 
Jennifer Petersen May 08 
John Mansϐield May 08 
Katie Iniguez May 09 
Victoria Diaz May 15 
Brenda Sulzmann May 18 
Alison Thomas May 18 
Samantha Basquez  May 19 
Liza Petsch May 22 
Claire Kerian May 23 
Nancy Minning May 26 
Kennedy Moser May 27 
Dorothy Haney May 30 
Justin Tice May 30 
Carol Carney May 30 

ALL MEMBERS WORK DAY 

Many Thanks to all who 
helped in making our church 
look it’s best and God for     
supplying a beautiful day! 

Jon & Laura Linfor 
Bob Behr 
Bruce Kiser  
Brenda Sulzmann 
Scott Kelly 
Jerry Thomas  
Jack Fenske  



FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT 
March 2025  

 
General Fund Contributions (only): 

 

 Note:ÊPlus,ÊvaluesÊareÊaboveÊBudget;ÊminusÊvaluesÊareÊbelow.Ê 
 

 
Other Contributions:   
a. 100thÊAnniversaryÊ–Ê$1,191Ê(CarnitasÊLunch) 
b. AshÊWednesdayÊSoupÊSupperÊDonationÊ–Ê$138Ê(W-ELCA) 
c. OtherÊSoupÊSupperÊDonationsÊ–Ê$259*Ê-Ê *PerÊCouncilÊMotionÊtoÊGeneralÊFund,ÊincludedÊaboveÊ 
d. YouthÊFund—$10Ê(recyclingÊChurchÊcontainers)**ÊBruceÊKiserÊefforts.Ê 
 

 
 

Comments: 
a. TheÊMarchÊofferingsÊwereÊexcellentÊandÊexceededÊtheÊadoptedÊmonthlyÊBudgetÊbyÊeightÊpercentÊ($1,300).ÊÊ 
b. DespiteÊtheÊexcellentÊofferingÊinÊMarch,ÊtheÊyear-to-dateÊ(theÊfirstÊquarterÊofÊ2025)ÊresultsÊareÊshortÊofÊtheÊ

adoptedÊBudgetÊbyÊ12ÊpercentÊ($5,800).Ê 
c. PleaseÊnoteÊthatÊcontributionsÊcanÊbeÊmadeÊelectronicallyÊ(online),ÊinÊadditionÊtoÊconventionalÊmeans.ÊÊForÊ

details,ÊgoÊtoÊSt.ÊLuke’sÊwebsiteÊwww.slelca.orgÊandÊclickÊonÊtheÊ“Giving”Êheading.ÊÊAÊpopularÊelectronicÊ
givingÊmethodÊisÊtheÊmember’sÊbank’sÊ“PayÊBills”Êsystem.ÊÊ 
 

 
 
 
Jack Fenske 916-714-3626, LRFenske@comcast.net 
St. Luke’s Financial Secretary 
 

 

Data This Month Year to Date 

Total Contributions $17,488 $42,801 

Compared to Budget 
$1,303 -$5,754 

8.1% -11.8% 

No. of Contributors 61 54Êavg. 



 

 FINANCES	TO	DATE 
 

 

The Finance Board provides the graph above that compares the year-to-date ϐigures for the Budget,    
Incomes (Offerings and Facility Usage Fees), and Expenses, as of the end of March 2025. As shown, for 
the ϐirst three months the Incomes ($45,134) fell short of the Expenses ($45,344) by about $210. This 
was a slight improvement over the end of February. While the year-to-date Expenses were below the 
Budget (by approximately $4,700), the Finance Board continues to have concerns regarding the offering 
receipts being about $5,700 below the budget at this time. As in last month, we continue to watch this 
occurrence closely for any need to consider additional actions in order to bring our spending in line with 
our income. Your continued support and commitment through weekly/monthly offerings remain vital as 
we continue our journey through 2025. 

 

FINANCE BOARD 

 



 
Children's	Time	on	Easter	Sunday 

with	Pastor	Rob	 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured working on the quilt are: 
       
    

Faith Thomas 

Joanne Sulli 

Roseann Morford 

Peggy Moser  

Karen Kiser  

Marlene Kiser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Soul Sisters pictured are: 

Sarah Madison  

Carolyn Andrews  

Joyce Mallory 

Susan Harley 

Karen Linfor 

Dorothy Haney 

Lois Sheretts 

Carol Carney 

Jennifer Petersen 

100th	Anniversary	Quilt 





 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


