July 26th, 2026
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
10:30am

God's kingdom:

grows,%
is welcominig,
supports life.

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that,
when full grown, becomes the greatest of trees ...
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.

— Matthew 13:31-32
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE Jacob Wilson
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

You are invited to stand as able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,*+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ's name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Creator, = Savior and Advocate,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG

ELW #532

Gather Us In
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
0 u : [ ——— "
A I T 1 | | T | | N ]
- ] | —— ) I P~ q! =I | d/ | |
HO | | 1 1| I & | 1
N T Il # 1 1) I - J ]
J ¢ e & ’
van - ished a - way;  see in this space our fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,

bread of new birth,

here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er wus in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for-ev - er gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to wus now, and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so meek and so low - ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth - er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, ev-ry day.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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u - nm - oty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - i - ly; for
wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, . for our work and our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
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® The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.

Let us pray.

Beloved and sovereign God,

through the death and resurrection of your Son you
bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By
your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may
treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING 1 Kings 3:5-12
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 119:129-136

129 Your decrees are wonderful;
therefore I obey them with all my heart.
130 When your word is opened it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.
131T7 open my mouth and pant
because I long for your commandments.
132 Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as you always do to those who love your name.
133 Order my footsteps in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion over me.
134 Rescue me from those who oppress me,
and I will keep your commandments.
135 Let your face shine upon your servant
and teach me your statutes.
136 My eyes shed streams of tears,
because people do not keep your teaching.

SECOND READING Romans 8:26-39
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



CHILDREN'’S TIME

You are invited to stand as able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le-lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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Al-le - lu ia, al -le -lu - ia
GOSPEL

The holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON



You are invited to stand as able.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #793

Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
1 ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thon mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each portion of the prayers ends:
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your
goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the
unending grace of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say
“peace be with you,” or similar words.

Please be seated.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

An offering is received for the mission of the church.

QUARTET - Karen Linfor, Peggy Moser, Pastor Rob & Bob Behr

“Let Us Break Bread Together On Our Knees”



OFFERING SONG
You are invited to stand as able.

Create in Me a Clean Heart
Offering Song

Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re - new a right
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spir-it  with - in me. Cast me not a-way from your
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pres-ence, and take not your Ho - ly Spir - it from me.
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Re - store to me the joy of your sal-va-tion, and up-hold me

0N 1|
I | — | I e — | ™= =T 1
— 1T T =71 T T T 7 I I T 1T 7
& Il 1
I 1T | I 7 ~7
J T T p— —

with your free Spir-it. Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God,
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and re - new a right spir - it with - in me.

Music: Liturgy of Jov, James M. Capers, b. 1948
Music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us find courage in you and share freely of your
love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



[t is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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heav-en and earth are full ofyour glo - ry, full ofyour glo-ry. Ho-
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and
ascension, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION

All are welcome at Christ’s table. Come forward by the center aisle at the usher’s invitation.
Bread will be placed in your open hands. Grape juice is in the pink glasses in the center of the
tray encircled by wine in clear glasses. Those who wish can instead receive a blessing.
Individual communion packets are available near the entrance for those who prefer them.

COMMUNION SONG
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Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the world; have
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.



POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

Amen.



SENDING SONG ELW #705

God of Grace and God of Glory
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - il round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow'’s; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - ry;
sail his ways! From the fears that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; let the gift of your sal - va - tion
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bring its bud to glo-rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo-ry ev - er- more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv - ing you whomwe a - dore, serv-ing you whom we a - dore.

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE

Jane Fanucci

Worship Assistants
Announcements: Chet Madison
Altar Care: Faith Thomas
Acolytes: Peggy & Laura Sondrini
Ushers Laura Sondrini & Phil Karlstad
Communion Servers: Peggy Moser & Linda Duffek
Prayer Leader: Shirley Prouty
Reader: Bob Behr
THIS WEEK AT ST. LUKE’S
July 26 - August 1, 2026
Today Holy Communion 10:30 am
Luncheon - Schultz Hall After Worship
Monday Soul Sisters—Room 4 12:00 pm
Thursday Game Night 6:00 pm
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The Soul Sisters are hosting a luncheon right after
church today for Pat Webb and her son Kevin,
longtime friends and members of St. Luke’s.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US RIGHT AFTER WORSHIP

Choir Practice and Rehearsals will begin again on
Sunday, August 30th from 9:30am — 10:15am.

Anyone interested in singing in the Cantata this
year should attend these rehearsals since we will
be practicing for it at these times.

Sincerely,
Jane Fanucci




Ponations

Ponations

Once again we are thankful to have the opportunity
to support our Property Board with our White
Elephant Sale in conjunction with WELCA’s Fall
Festival on Saturday, October 3" If you already have
white elephants wondering around your home please
feel free to put them in the room behind Shultz hall.

As much as we greatly appreciate your contributions
please understand that we have experienced difficulty
in finding someone to pick up any that is leftover.
Therefore please keep in mind that your donations
should be clean and something that other’s would
love to have.

If you have questions or need help transporting your
greatly appreciated donations please let us know.

May God bless all of you!
Kelly Boyer
916-585-2234

and Carol Carney
916-335-0847



