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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE Jacob Wilson
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

You are invited to stand as able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,*+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ's name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Creator, = Savior and Advocate,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG ELW #655

Son of God, Eternal Savior
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
2 As you, Lord, have lived for oth-ers, so may we for oth - ers live.

3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and Prince of peace;
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
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Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race,
Free - ly  have your gifts been grant-ed; free-ly may your ser - vants give.
hush the storm of strife and pas-sion, bid its cru-el dis - cords cease.
Word made flesh,whose birth a - mong us hal - lows all our hu - man race:
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you our head,who, throned in glo-ry, for your own will ev - er plead:
Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver, yours the wealth of land and sea;
By your pa-tient years of toil-ing, by your si-lent hours of pain,
by your pray-ing, by  your will-ing that your peo-ple should be one,
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fill us with your love and pit -y, heal our wrong, and help our need.
we but stew-ards of  your boun-ty held in sol - emn trust will be.

quench our fe-vered thirst of plea-sure, stem our self - ish greed of gain.
grant, oh, grant our hope’s fru - i - tion: here on earth your will be done.

Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God,

we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of
suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his
example, point us to the path of obedience, and give
us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 15:15-21
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 26:1-8

1 Give judgment for me, O LORD, for [ have lived with
integrity; [ have trusted in the LORD and
have not faltered.
2Test me, O LORD, and try me;
examine my heart and my mind.
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes;
[ have walked faithfully with you.
4] have not sat with the worthless,
nor do I consort with the deceitful.
5] have hated the company of evildoers;
[ will not sit down with the wicked.
61 will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD,
that I may go in procession round your altar,
7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.
8 LORD, I love the house in which you dwell
and the place where your glory abides.



SECOND READING Romans 12:9-21
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'’S TIME

You are invited to stand as able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
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GOSPEL
The holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 16:21-28

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON



You are invited to stand as able.

HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW #798

Will You Come and Follow Me

The Summons
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1 “Will you come and fol - low me if I but  call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if 1 but  call
3 “Will you let the blind - ed see if I but  call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide if 1 but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you go where  you don’t
your name? Will you  care for  cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
your name? Will you  quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev - er be the same?
kind and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you’ve found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny rn  go where your love and
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what I
world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus T'll  move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’r in you and  you in me?”
mean in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each portion of the prayers ends:
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have
promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.
PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say
“peace be with you,” or similar words.

Please be seated.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

An offering is received for the mission of the church.

DUET - Karen Linfor & Peggy Moser

“Brighten the Corner Where You Are”



OFFERING SONG
You are invited to stand as able.

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Let the vine-yards  be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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all;, u - nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your
love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



[t is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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heav’n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san -na in  the high - est.
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san-na in  the high - est, ho -san - na in the high - est.



O God most mighty,

O God most merciful,

O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise,

call us to your table,

grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,

you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,

you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,

and the psalmists cried out for healing,

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.

He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.]
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.]
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead
Amen. [Amen.]

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song,

you show us a vision of a tree of life

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.
Grant us such life,

the life of the Father to the Son,

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,

life in you, now and forever.

Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION

All are welcome at Christ’s table. Come forward by the center aisle at the usher’s invitation.
Bread will be placed in your open hands. Grape juice is in the pink glasses in the center of the
tray encircled by wine in clear glasses. Those who wish can instead receive a blessing.
Individual communion packets are available near the entrance for those who prefer them.

COMMUNION SONG

You are invited to stand as able.
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
of
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2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin

all the world a - way;

all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.



POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

Amen.



SENDING SONG ELW #660

Lift High the Cross
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all the world a - dore his sa - cred name.
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 Al new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ci - fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us al to thee.
praise to the Cru - ci - fied for vic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE Jane Fanucci

Worship Assistants
Announcements: Carolyn Andrews
Altar Care: Marlene Kiser
Acolytes: Daniel & Shirley
Ushers Linda Duffek & Phil Petersen
Communion Servers: Faith Thomas, Bob Behr,

& Scott Kelly

Prayer Leader: Phil Karlstad
Reader: Sarah Madison
Refreshments: Cathy Davis & Gaylen Everett

THIS WEEK AT ST. LUKE’S
August 30 - September 5, 2026

Today Holy Communion 10:30 am

Adult Forum 12:00 pm
Monday Soul Sisters—Room 4 12:00 pm
Tuesday Bible Study - Zoom 10:30 am
Thursday Executive Board 3:00 pm

Ice Cream Floats
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Evangelism Board. \J .’




The time has come to support our WELCA
Chapter with our White Elephant Sale in
conjunction with WELCA'’s Fall Festival on
Saturday, October 3 if you already have
white elephants wondering around your

Pon a’[long home please feel free to put them in the
room behind Shultz hall.

As much as we greatly appreciate your contributions please un-
derstand that we have experienced difficulty in finding someone
to pick up any that is leftover.

Therefore please keep in mind that your donations should be
clean and something that other’s would love to have.

If you have questions or need help transporting your greatly
appreciated donations please let us know.

May God bless all of you!
Kelly Boyer

916-585-223 and

Carol Carney
916-335-0847

Since 1993, St. Peter’s Lutheran

School has been providing quality,
j 0 B Christ-centered education to families in
Elk Grove and surrounding areas as the
primary mission of St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church. We are currently seeking the
school administrator that God has

prepared to lead our school.

OPPORTUNITY

The ideal candidate for this position has a mature and vibrant faith,
strongly values Christian education, and is committed to integrating
a Christian worldview into all classroom instruction. The School
Administrator is expected to be a capable leader, effective
communicator, and have strong interpersonal relationship skills.
Requirements include, but are not limited to a bachelor’s degree in
education or related field, a teaching credential, and teaching
experience. If you believe God may be leading you to this position,
please contact the school office at (916) 689-3050 for more
information and an application.






