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“You shall love the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.  This is the 
great and first commandment.  And the 
second is like it; You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” Matthew 22:37-
39 

 Jesus, here, is teaching that 
loving God and neighbor is of the 
utmost importance for you as you 

follow Jesus in your day to day life.  How are you 
to love God?  By loving your neighbor.  In what 
way are to love your neighbor?  Love them as you 
love yourself.  If you love others as you love your-
self, then you are loving God.  All the Law and the 
Prophets are distilled into this single principle.  
This one precept replaces the amazing detailed 
patchwork of the Mosaic code and covers infi-
nitely more territory. 

 “Love your neighbor as yourself”, Jesus 
said.  It is the “as yourself” that is the operative 
element here.  It is the element that you can’t get 
around.  It is the “as yourself” that makes this 
commandment comprehensive, universally appli-
cable and without loopholes. 

 What does “as yourself” really mean?  In 
what way do you love yourself that you should 
extend this love to others?  Unless you suffer from 
severe depression or some other disorder, you 
love yourself in the sense that, even though you 
know you are not flawless, you are dear to your-
self.  You ask God to protect, provide for and pre-
serve you.  You are on the lookout for people who 
will affirm your value as a person.  You love your-
self in the sense that anything connected with you 
seems vitally important.  You need not have any 
illusions that you are the perfect person.  You 
need not have any false affection for yourself.  But, 
In spite of your shortcomings, your watch out for 
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yourself.  As for your faults, you are always hop-
ing they will be excused by others.  You feel that 
for any trouble you may cause, you are still some-
how worthwhile.  In spite of everything, you be-
lieve that there is a God given good to you that can 
and should be saved.  When you are surrounded 
by people who are able to see this good and are 
concentrating on bringing it out, you are a vastly 
more joyful and better person for it. 

 Jesus taught that if you turn this kind of 
attention on others, it is love.  You don’t need to 
try to force yourself to feel false affection toward 
others.  You don’t need to try to make yourself 
blind to those qualities that are less than ideal 
about them.  And you certainly don’t have to al-
ways be giving others just what they want.  You 
are, rather, to love others as you love yourself.  
That means you are to see their needs as vitally 
important.  You are to see them as sharers in 
God’s gifts rather than competitors and so share 
freely with them.  You are to pray for the best in 
them even when knowing the worst. 

 Now you can get yourself in real trouble if 
you try to do this on your own power.  You can 
use others simply to make yourself feel better 
about yourself or to fulfill your own desires.  It is 
important to  share this love as you have received 
it from Jesus—humbly, graciously, seeing yourself 
simply as a channel of this love.  Jesus isn’t asking 
you to get into the lives of others to direct the 
traffic or control them or force yourself upon 
them.  God has a special plan and purpose for each 
of His children.  He is rather inviting you to join 
Him in this vital work of love and to trust that in 
His power, love really will conquer all. 

 Spreading, Serving and Sharing with You, 
 Pastor Carl 
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As we approach the month 
of November, we begin 
thinking about Thanksgiv-
ing and being thankful for 

all the many blessings we have received.  We also 
think about getting together with family, perhaps, 
and having a good time sharing with one another 
over a nice meal.  Although a year round opportu-
nity, we also emphasize how we can share with 
our community and those less fortunate.  So, I ask 
everyone to consider what you can share with 
those in need by giving food or a monetary dona-
tion to the Elk Grove Food Bank Services or Sac-
ramento Food Bank.  Thanks for your considera-
tion. 

The Fall Festival was a fun time with great 
weather and fellowship.  Many folks put in a lot of 
effort to make this event a true blessing for the 
community and the various organizations that 
will benefit from the funds raised.  Thanks to all 
for making this a great St. Luke’s event. 

We continue to move forward with the pro-
jects made possible by the Blumhardt Memorial.  
We completed our benevolence commitment 
with the presentation of a $5,000 check to St. 
John’s Shelter to use in their vital work with 
women and children.  Other activities are pro-
gressing right along as the various teams work 
through the planning and implementation of pro-
viding new paraments (Priority 4) and upgrades 
to the parking lot.  Thanks to everyone’s efforts to 
keep these projects moving.  We will look to pro-
vide an update on these projects at our congrega-
tional meeting in December. 

Last month I asked everyone to consider what 
they might be able to do to further our mission.  
We will be looking for some new leaders for a few 
of the Boards and will begin that search process 
in November.  At the same time we will be draft-
ing a church budget for next year based on the 
results of our stewardship program and the iden-
tified needs for various programs of the church.  
We all have special gifts to share. 

Let’s continue to work together to make St. 
Luke’s a vital part of our lives and of the local 
community. 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 
Bob Behr 

Winter Sanctuary is a seasonal 
rotational homeless shelter 
hosted by churches in the area.  
The confirmation class wants to 
organize hosting the Winter 

Sanctuary sometime in December or January.  
Congregation provides dinner and breakfast for 
up to 100 men and women as well as fellowship 
and space to sleep.  Supervisors from Volunteers 
of America are present all night.  Pastor Carl will 
lead the confirmation class in this project. 

Stewardship program is underway.  Ron 
Webb, Karen Behr and Pastor will put together 
stewardship material for distribution on October 
30, and pledge cards for distribution on Novem-
ber 6. 

Worship attendance has been fluctuating.  
Nothing seems to be wrong, but life changes, 
moves and a growing number of shut-ins have 
been contributors to low attendance.  It’s some-
thing to be concerned about and tackled together.  
So invite people you have noticed aren’t at church 
and folks you know who don’t have a church.  Let 
them know about the special events like the Heri-
tage Potluck and Veterans Sunday. 

The Sunday morning adult classes are going 
well as is the Divine Drama.  The Sunday School 
children have started practicing for the Christmas 
Cantata. 

Al Moser and Mike Wilke got to give $5,000 to 
St. John’s Shelter from the Blumhardt fund.  There 
have been lots of donations of food and clothing 
from the congregation for St. John’s Shelter and 
the Elk Grove Food Bank. 

The choir will no longer be processing and 
recessing from the back of the sanctuary because 
of mobility concerns, but instead from and into 
the choir room. 

The Veterans Service on November 13 will be 
a really big service.  Over 130 people will be hon-
ored in the new memorial banners,  and the ser-
vice will be a combination of the services when 
the WWII Service Flag was dedicated and retired. 

The Fall Festival was a huge success.  We 
made over $1000 more than last year.  Commu-
nity outreach and congregational support was so 
important at the Fall Festival. 



Notes from meeting October 
10, 2011: 
Attendees:  Pastor Carl, Mike 

Wilke, Pat Webb, Al Moser 
Continuing Goals:   

Spread the love of God 
Serve the Community 
Share the News of the Gospel 
Allow our resources to flow to our Community. 

Items Discussed: 
What agencies need our help 
Waiting for Habitat for Humanity to begin a 
new project. 

Best Item Completed: 
A $5,000 check, from the Blumhardt Memo-
rial Fund, was presented to St. John’s Women 
& Children's Shelter.  Thanks to all involved 
in that project.  We especially thank Mike 
Wilke, who presented the check to the repre-
sentative from the shelter. 

More good things will be coming. 
Thank you and Thank God 

Al Moser, Chair 

of members who are only able to come to wor-
ship occasionally and are greatly missed – our 
hope and prayer is that many of them will be 
able to join us more often in the future. We also 
have a great number of shut-ins. The Board de-
cided that it is imperative that we continue to 
care for our shut-ins with cards and visits and 
with this we would appreciate anyone that can 
help to please do so.  We never know when any-
one of us can be put in this very lonesome situa-
tion away from our church family so please pray 
fully consider sending them a card, call or visit 
when you have a chance – ask Pastor Carl for any 
assistance you need to do this.  Please be very 
aware of those in our Congregation that come 
regularly and be sure they are cared for when 
needed and lastly be aware of any potential and 
new members by greeting them and making 
them feel very welcome. – We all know how in-
timidating it can be to walk into a new facility for 
the first time! Also don’t forget those that have 
moved away – our motto is that you are out of 
sight but never forgotten or you can run but you 
can not hide!   

Greeters  
We thank Pat Hamilton for graciously volun-

teering to replace Genie Sommer as the coordi-
nator making sure we have greeters each Sun-
day.  Please give her all the support you can as 
she transitions into this position – be aware of 
the sign-up sheet on the board (right hand wall) 
as you enter the Narthex. 

Heritage Potluck   
Sunday, October 30 following 10:30 service. 

If you have not signed up please just plan to 
come – bring any dish you would like or just 
come and enjoy the many wonderful dishes pre-
pared by others – there is always plenty! 

Pastor Carl will explain how we can best en-
joy this potluck before we begin to eat.   We will 
also have a table available for anyone that would 
like to bring something from any foreign country 
that they would like to display for everyone's 
pleasure.   

Carol Carney 
Board Chair 

 
 

After Service Refreshments 
We still have opportunity for 
anyone that is able to assist in 
providing and serving refresh-
ments for the remainder of this 
year.  Look for the sign-up 

sheets in the Narthex and remember if you serve 
you do not need to provide and you will never 
have to work alone!  Come join us in the refresh-
ment room, after second service for a great time 
of fellowship!  Once again, we thank Ron Webb, 
for always preparing what is necessary for all of 
the hot beverages that are served each week.  
Ron is truly an ex-officio member of the Evangel-
ism Board.  We also thank everyone who partici-
pates in setting up and putting away tables, 
chairs and other items – there are many but Bob 
Behr, for one, is always there for us and we 
greatly appreciate it! 

Shepherding of our Congregation: 
It was discussed that there is a great number 



On-Going Projects: 
Kitchen Work (Blumhardt Pro-
ject):  The Board has recently as-
sisted the Blumhardt Kitchen Com-
mittee on the following efforts: 
Ice Maker – DONE; the cabinet 

doors were recently installed.  Cook Top Hood/
Vent – DONE.  The installation has been com-
pleted, including a new 8-inch vent pipe. 

We especially thank Jack and Micki Fenske 
and Bruce Kiser for all the effort in accomplish-
ing the above work.  Micki Fenske has become 
the Property Board’s official painter – greatly 
appreciated.  Not sure if she hires out but she 
does excellent work! 

Kitchen Hot Water Heater (Blumhardt 
Project):  A contract with Mark Wilcox of Lotek 
Limited has been executed ($6,800) for the wa-
ter heater installation.  On September 30, he ob-
tained a Building Permit.  The water heater has 
arrived in Sacramento and the contractor is 
waiting for the roofing contractor to install a 
new, larger roof jack and then the work will be 
completed. 

Parking Lot Repair (Blumhardt Project):  
The Board has obtained bids for various options, 
involving different sizes of repair areas and 
thicknesses of asphalt concrete and aggregate 
base and hopes to be able to make a decision and 
start this urgent repair work very soon. 

Plugged Storm Drains:  Bruce Kiser met 
with a City inspector regarding the plugged 
storm drain inlet near the Schultz Hall addition.  
The inspector checked the various clean outs 
and determined that the problem was not 
caused by the City’s system.  On October 10, 
Bruce requested his plumber to inspect the 
problem and make an estimate for cleaning the 
pipe.  The plumber offered to do the work for a 
cost “not to exceed” $800.  As the needed work is 
considered an emergency by the Property Board 
as water could back up in to the church facilities, 
this will be presented to Council at the next 
meeting.  

 

High Soffit Repair (Bird Issue): This work 
on the soffit will begin soon. 

AC Security Fences (Added Bar):  DONE.  
The requested bar for the sanctuary AC unit 
was recently added.    
 Pending Projects: 

Courtyard Repairs/Replacement – Since 
funds for this project have not been identified, 
this item was tabled but will be addressed very 
soon as it is a great concern of this board. 

Additional Yard Lights – the electrician, 
who is familiar with the work, will be contacted 
to obtain an estimate for the installation of the 
four additional yard lights.  As reported previ-
ously, the lights have been purchased.   

Remaining Blumhardt Projects:  The 
Board briefly reviewed the remaining projects, 
for which, the Board is responsible and will ad-
dress them further as time and money allows. 

Landscape/Sprinklers - $7,500 
Gutters - $4,000 
Schultz Hall Addition - $20,000  Ques-
tionable whether sufficient funds will be 
available. 

2012 Budget Requests:  The Board re-
viewed and thoroughly discussed each Budget 
item that is the responsibility of the Property 
Board.  The Budget requests for 2012 created a 
lengthy discussion regarding the projected and 
anticipated needs versus the probable income 
level for St. Luke’s.  The Board considers that 
their requests are the minimum (“bare bones”) 
and do not allow for any unplanned needs or 
unanticipated cost or fee increases. 

Next “All Member” Work Day:  November 
12. Please remember the list of unfinished pro-
jects is on the table in the Narthex for anyone 
that would like to help us out and are not able 
to participate in the work day scheduled time.  
We thank Bruce Kiser for his recent work of 
removing the weeds along the north fence line 
and for Karen Kiser for her work in the old 
playground. Also, we thank Dorothy Haney for 
hours spent on various flower beds around the 
facility.  Anything, that anyone, is able to do to 
improve YOUR church property is greatly ap-
preciated. 

Jerry Carney, Board Chair 



As stated in the bulletin the 
members of the Women of the 
ELCA were overwhelmed by the 
love and support shown toward 

our Fall Festival held on Saturday, October 1. We 
were able to gross over $1,000.00, more than 
last year, for our benevolence fund to support 
those less fortunate then us.   We thank every-
one who participated in any way by planning, 
working, donating, shopping or just coming and 
showing that you care about our efforts to make 
this event what we had hoped it would 
be.  There are so many to thank and so much 
that could be said to allow us not only to make 
the money but to reach out to our community in 
such a wonderful way.   

Every women, young or old alike, who attend 
St. Luke’s are members of this organization and 
it was wonderful to see so many of you who are 
not able to attend our meetings, regularly, to be 
such a large part of this event - we thank all of 
you so much. 

Even though we can’t name all of you gals 
because there are so many please know how 
much you were appreciated.  

Special thanks to our guys – we could never 
have done it without you who helped us in so 
many ways! 

Erwin Kiser – there are no words adequate 
enough to thank you for raising and caring for all 
the beautiful plants you donated for our plant 
sale – we truly appreciate it and so did all those 
that were fortunate enough to take one home 
with them.   

Larry Dockter, Bob Behr, Ed Ireton , David 
Saxby, Jack Fenske, Jerry Carney, Mack Vance,  
Ron Webb, Pastor Carl, Paul Heaton, Paul Maki, 
Ken Light, Al Moser, Mike Duffek,  

You guys were great! 
Judy Saxby and Carol Carney – Co-Chair of 

the “White Elephant Sale” would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone for their tremen-
dous support to our sale – we were fortunate 
this year to have many “large white elephants” 
due to the generosity of many.  We especially 
thank those that were, for one reason, or an-

other having to leave their homes and relocate 
but took the time to lovingly prepare boxes and 
items to donate to our effort.  We especially 
thank, Jeanne Cooper, Bertha Dahl, Genie and 
Fred Sommer, Ria Williams, and Merle and 
Ralph Zbrog. 

November and December are going to be 
very busy and fun months for WELCA – we 
hope that all of you will come join in with all of 
our activities so please mark your calendars for 
the following: 

Next General Meeting – Saturday, Novem-
ber 12 11:30AM 

Please bring a soup or salad and ask some-
one, who has not been able to join us lately to 
come with you!   

We will, once again, be supporting the River 
City Blue Star Moms – if you wish please bring 
something from their wish list posted on our 
Web Site or in the Narthex. 

They will package these items and send 
them to our service people in time for Christ-
mas. 

Example of items needed are playing cards 
hard candy, gum, and personal care items. 

If you are not able to come and wish to do-
nate something please bring them to the office 
to be included to support our military person-
nel.  

Thankoffering Service – Sunday, November 
20  -  Sponsored by the Women of the ELCA 

Lovingly coordinated, once again, by Bertha 
Dahl – look for the sign up sheets in the Nar-
thex, if you would like to participate, and Ber-
tha will give you a call.  

Thanksgiving Eve Pie Social 
We ask everyone that can help us by bring-

ing a pie for this social to sign up in the Narthex 
– any kind of pie including sugar free would be 
greatly appreciated.  Very Important – please 
bring your pie in a pan that you do not want to 
get back as we donate all of our left over pies to 
the Narcotics Anonymous group that holds a 
Marathon Meeting at our facility during 
Thanksgiving.       

 
(Continued on page 10) 



ACOLYTES  

6-Nov Daniel Encinas, Joshua Bell  

13-Nov Katy Etchison, Katie Light  

20-Nov Elise Mihanovich, Selena Connell  

27-Nov Wesley Lester  

   

ALTAR CARE 8:15 AM  

 Cheryl Franklin  

   

ALTAR CARE 10:30 AM  

 Holly Hoppman  

   

COMMUNION SERVERS  

 Linda Duffek, Bob Behr, Karen Behr 

   

   

 COUNTERS  

6-Nov Walter Arndt & John Johnsen  

13-Nov Don Schell, Howard Triebwasser  

20-Nov Nancy Minning, Connie Reule  

27-Nov Holly Hoppman, Marlene Kiser  

Available as 
substitutes 

Ron Webb, Carolyn Andrews, 
Micki Fenske, Jack Fenske  

GREETERS  

6-Nov Jerry & Carol Carney  

13-Nov Jack & Micki Fenske  

20-Nov Pending  

23-Nov Ken & Tracy Light  

27-Nov Available  

HEAD USHERS  

 Ron Franklin; Larry Dockter  

   

PRAYER LEADERS  

6-Nov Betty Englund  

13-Nov Jason Havey  

20-Nov Pending  

23-Nov Peggy Moser  

27-Nov Vivian Blazic  

Worship Assistants     

If you are ill, coughing or unable to serve or perform you task on your assigned date, please contact the church office @ 421-5039 or Peggy Moser 
@ 606-7880.  Also, please remember to use the Hand Sanitizer available at the Lectern, before serving communion. 

PSALM READERS  

6-Nov Micayla Shower  

13-Nov Derrick Mihanovich  

20-Nov Pending  

23-Nov Elise Mihanovich  

27-Nov Isabella Basquez  

READER 8:15 AM  

6-Nov Kathryn Felgenhauer  

13-Nov Ron Webb  

20-Nov Eric Linblade  

27-Nov Maribel Herrera  

   

READER 10:30 AM  

6-Nov Susan Escobar  

13-Nov Karen Behr  

20-Nov Pending  

23-Nov Robert Behr  

27-Nov Al Moser  

Readers  

If you are unable to read on your assigned date, please notify 
Nick Manlapig at 383-9376.  

   

REFRESHMENTS  

6-Nov Ireton's  

13-Nov Paul Maki 

20-Nov Pending  

23-Nov W-ELCA - Pies after service  

27-Nov Pending  

WELCOME LEADERS  

6-Nov Pauline Arndt  

13-Nov Carolyn Andrews  

20-Nov Peggy Moser  

27-Nov Pat Webb  

   

VISITOR GREETERS  

6-Nov Carol Carney  

13-Nov Thelma Williams  

20-Nov Pending  

27-Nov Pending  



Following are excerpts 
from a letter written by  
our Sierra Pacific Synod 
Bishop, Mark W. Holmerud 
dated October 11: 
Grace and Peace to you in 

the name of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen 
...Over the course of the last weeks, I have un-

dergone a series of medical tests which have led to 
a diagnosis of cancer of the prostate.  I was re-
ferred to a specialist for a biopsy of the prostate, 
which revealed the presence of cancer.  It appears 
the cancer has been caught at an early stage 

At this point in time, it is most likely that I will 
undergo surgery to remove the prostate in mid-
late November, which will require approximately 
six weeks of recovery time. ...If all goes well I 
should be able to return to my duties as bishop 
around the beginning of the New Year…. 

I trust that your prayers for Debbi, for me and 
for our children — Alyssa, Marshall, Justin and 
Meaghann, along with prayers for our synod’s 
ministry and leadership will be offered in the com-
ing weeks— thank you.   

Peace 
The Rev. Mark W. Holmerud, Bishop 
Sierra Pacific Synod, E.L.C.A. 
 

Golchert. Kurt 1-Nov 

Harrison, Andrew 7-Nov 

Saxby, Judy 10-Nov 

Becker, Billie 11-Nov 

Ireton, Julie 14-Nov 

Thomas, Marc 15-Nov 

Ley, Betty 17-Nov 

Wilke, Mike 17-Nov 

Jensen, Rosary 22-Nov 

Barker, Mavis 26-Nov 

Fenske, Micki 27-Nov 
Hoppman, Carl 27-Nov 

6-Nov Al & Irene Boschee -- Celebration of 
their wedding anniversary 

13-Nov The Ireton's --Celebration of Julie's 18th 
Birthday. The Reule Family - for fond 
memories of Betty Jo and thanks to our 
Vets.   Shirley Prouty -- Celebrate her 
husbands’, Ralph Prouty, birthday.  Jack 
& Micki Fenske -- Celebrate their 47th 
Anniversary 

20-Nov Paul & Ruth Heaton -- To the Glory of 
God. 

23-Nov Thelma Williams & John Johnsen -- 
Memory of Solveig & George Memmer. 

27-Nov Available 

On Veteran’s Sunday, Novem-
ber 13th, you are invited to 
join us as we honor veterans 
from our congregation that 
have served our country.  
We will dedicate our new me-
morial banners and recognize 

over 130 veterans at our Veterans Day Services. 
 

Head Ushers needed, see the 
sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  
Questions?  Contact Larry 
Dockter. 





The pancake breakfast floppers The  “Flag Lady!” 

Fun at the Fall Festival, Oct 1! 

The Cookie Ladies! 

The Cookie Ladies! 

That Crafty Dorothy Yumm!  Carolyn & Lajuan's Carmel corn! 

Please give me a pretty face paint! 

 

Happy Smiles!! 

Photos  provided by Tracy Light.  Thanks Tracy! 

Adult Sunday School 

At St. Luke’s, folks enjoy fellowship, studying, having fun and praising the Lord! 



Mark your calendars for our Christmas Celebra-
tion and Secret Sister Revealing – Saturday, Decem-
ber 10 at 11:30 am – this is always a very special 
time – if you have not been with us through the year 
please plan to attend this wonderful time of sharing. 
We will be collecting scarves, hats and gloves for St. 
John’s Shelter for Women and Children. Look for 
more information closer to the event.   

Last but not least – the kitchen appliances are, 
or will be by time you read this, all installed – what 
a true blessing for our facility. 

We give our sincere thanks to: the Blumhardt 
Memorial Fund, the Kitchen Committee and espe-
cially the Property Board for all their hard work in 
making sure the appliances were properly installed.  

(Continued from page 5) If you have not seen the kitchen lately 
please take time to go over and look at all 
that we are so thankful for and come join us 
anytime as we enjoy using these great appli-
ances.   Now, we will plan, save and pray for 
a way to get the kitchen painted!   

Linda Duffek 
President 

September 2011    

OFFERINGS (General Fund Only):   

  This Month Year to Date 

Total Offering  $12,071 $131,000 

Compared to Budget 
-$2,346 -$7,402 

-16.3% -5.6% 

Compared to 2010 
-$2,409 -$2,365 

-16.6% -1.77% 

Projected Year-End Bal-
ance               (Compared to 

budget) 

  -$10,269 

Contributors:     

         2011 (Current Year) 71 86 Aver. 

         2010 (Last Year) 93 98 Aver. 

    

Note:  Positive values (no +/- sign) means above; negative values means be-

low. 

Other Special Gifts:   

a)  Flowers - $120.50   

b) Sunday School - 
$606.85   

   

   

Notes:   

   

a)  If you need envelopes, see the  Financial 

Secretary, Dave  

Saxby (916-647-3960).                    

dsaxby74@comcast.net  

   

David Saxby, Financial Secretary (916) 

647-3960 

St. Luke’s Youth (SLY) once 
again has calendars for sale.  
They are available on Sun-
day mornings following the 

services, or by stopping by the Office on a 
weekday between 9 AM and 12 PM. 

The cost is $6 each.  These CALENDARS 
make great Christmas Gifts, so get yours 
early. 

It’s that time of year again.   

November 5 is the end of Daylight 

Savings time, so be sure to turn 

your clocks back an hour.     

WE GET TO SLEEP IN AN EXTRA HOUR! 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
Sunday, December 18—10:30 AM   
Christmas Cantata 
Saturday, December 24 — 7:00 PM 
Christmas Eve Candlelight  Service 
Saturday, December 24 — 11:00 PM  
Christmas Eve Candlelight  Service 
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